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” Domestic Industry.—The essays, published by the 
sanction of the Philadelphia seciety for promoting 
domestic industry, and re-publishing in the Ree1s- 
rer, have had the widest circulation of any series of 
papers that we have met with for years—and they 
deserve universal attention. 





Mitigation of Slavery—No. 2. 
FROPOSITION THE FIRST. 

“That slavery must, at some future day, be abo- 
lished in the United States. There is no man who 
believes that Gon is just, or affects a veneration 
for our republican institutions, that can bear the 
assurance to his own mind, that this blot, or curse, 
is to remain as long as our country endures.” 
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When we mentally survey the fair country which 
Aumicuty Paovipence has given to us to inhabit, 
and reflect upon the light and knowledge he has 
dispensed that we might ascertain our rights as men, 
and esteem as we ought the natural and moral ca- 
pacities within us to maintain a national indepen- 
dence—there is no transition of thought that can be 
less satisfactory than when our attention is turned 
to the condition of our slaves. ‘Vhis “land of free- 
dom,” “the asylum of the oppressed ef all nations” 
—“«riumph of reason,”’ and “hope of humanity,” 
sinks in our estimation when we remember, that 
more than one seventh part of the whole population is 
composed of miserable men, the property of others, 
liable to be disposed of like horses or hogs, except 
in regard to life and limb. 

Behold the regions of the republic—bounded on 
the north by the St. Lawrence and the wonderful 
chain of inland seas, and onthe south washed by 
the gulf of Mexico, and extending from the At- 
lantic ocean on the east to the Pacific onthe west; 
indented by numerous bays, watered by unrivalled 
streams, diversified by lofty mountains, fruitful val- 
lies, immense forests and delightful plains: fitted to 
every constitution of the human system, and pro- 
ductive of all that man wants and most of the good 
things which he enjoys; darting to eminence and 
approaching the political sun with the daring flight 
of an eagle; fitted to prosperin peace, and qualified 
‘to triumph in war. Apparently destined by Heaven 
to command the respect of the world; to negociate 
nations into justice and repose—“a terror to evil 
docrs anda praise to them that do well:’* to teem 
with uncounted millions of intelligent and high spi- 
rited men—and become the grand depository of all 


the arts useful or ornamental to mankind. Lo!~—im- 





“Since the preceding was in type, we accidently 
met-with the following extract from a speech of 
Patrick Henry, inthe general assembly of Virginia:— 
_ “I venture to prophecy there are those now liv- 
ing, who willsee this favored land amongst the 
Most powerful on earth able, sir, to take care of 
herself, without resorting to that policy which is al- 
ways so dangerous, though sometimes unavoidable, 
of calling in foreign aid. Yes, sir—they will see her 
§Teat in artsand in arms—her golden harvests wav- 
‘ng over fields of immeasurable extent~her com- 
merce penetrating the most distant seas, and her 
cannon silencing the vain boasts of those who now 
Proudly affect to rule the waves.’ 


Von XVI.——14, 


provementis putting forth her powerful hand—sci- 
ence is brought in aid ofnature; capital is raised and 
labor casts the waters of the lakes through naviga. 
ble channels into the ocean, rivers are cleared of 
their obstructions, and artificial streams groan 
beneath the rich burthens of commerce—the vast 
interior is penetrated by shipping; permanent rdads 
are constructed, and the shores of roaring torrents 
are united by magnificent bridges; “Unconquered 
steam,” whose utility is vet in its infancy; brings the 
most distant places together by its agency, and in- 
troduces uniformity of habits and manners by the 
facility which it affords to. friendly communication; 
the product of our forest finds a ready passage to 
the sea-board to meet the market of the world, and 
the rich commodities of Asia are in commonusé a 
thousand miles from the ocean. 

Nor is our political history less interesting, A 
few years ago, and allthis vast country was the ha» 
bitation of savage tribes, thinly scattered through 
the woods, continually at war with each other, and 
mainly depending upon the uncertain chase for sub» 
sistence; As light dawned in the old world, and 
man began to discern his privileges and esteem 
his rights, a spirit grew up to maintain them. 
Kingeraft and priesterait had so long lorded it over 
the persons and consciences of men, that many sup” 
posed there wasa “divine right” in them, as to all 
temporal and spiritual things; and, as the former, 
most impudently dared to treatits subjects as beasts 
made for its use—so the other, most impiously, af: 
fected a power to condemn to punishment after 
death, for non-compliance to priestly will while liv- 
ing!—Our forefathers partialiy judged these things 
as they ought, and for conscience-sake, preferred {i« 
bertyand the woods, beset with savages and beasts 
of prev, fo oppression and the “flesh pots” of the 
land of their ancestors. Determined to possess 
the right of managing their own affairs between 
themselves and their Creator, according to the 
convictions of their own understandiiig, they left 
all that fastens so powerfully on the heart of man 
as connected with the idea home, and encountered 
the perils of a then terrifying vovage across the At- 
lantic, to meet with new and untried difficulties 
and privations ina strange land, vet almost as rude 
as nature haa left it. It was th’sprinciplé that chief- 
ly settled the states east of Maryland, and partly 
Marvland, also; but those to the south were parti- 
ally planted under the care of the British govers- 
ment, and, herein; perhaps, Wwe may discover the 
principal cause of the introduction of a population 
into the latter which every good man now regrets. 
Though thus differently planted, there was one 
subject on which the people of all the co’onies were 
pretty general agreed, when union was neccssarv 
to give force to their will. Having brought with 
them very liberal opinions of men and things, and 
enjoving for many vears a great degree of freedom 
of intellect and action, they naturally became re- 
publicans, ( as to themselves ), and when the time 
arrived at which the “mother country” thought it 
an object to oppress them, they resisted and un- 
furled the standard of rebellion; they succeeded, 





and courtesy has softened their opposition to the 


|roval will into the term fevo/tition—such is the vile 


cophancy of man, whe measures right by power! 
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The progress of the struggle developed qualities 
in heroes and statesmen that astonished and con- 
founded the world. They began the work of posi- 
tive separation by asolemn appeal to the Supreme 
Ruler of the Universe, declaring, “we hold these truths 


2. 


ecration should the statesman be loaded, who per. 
| mitting one half the citizens thusto trample on the 
‘Tights of the other, transforms those into despots, 
and these into enemies, destroys the morals of the 
‘one part, and the aimor patriz of the other. For jf 


to be self-evident, that ALL MEN are created equal, that; aslave can have a country in this world, it mast be 
they are endowed by their CREATOR with certain natu- | any other in preference to that in which he is horn 
val and unalienable rights, that among these are life, ; to live and labor for another: in which he must lock 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness;” and when their up the faculties of his nature, contribute as far as 
independence was acknowledged, they established ! depends on his individual endeavors to the evanish. 
a constitution recognizing the principles of the de- ment of the human race, or entail his own misera. 
claration, without once mentioning the word s/ave, ble condition on the endless generations proceeding 
though slaves abounded among them. They had from him. Withthe morals of the people, their 
been cursed by the introduction of the proscribed industry also is destroyed. For ina warm climate, 
race, ancl were ashamed to acknowledge the neces- no man will labor for himself who can maké another 
sity, or policy, of continuing them in a state of: labor for him. ‘This is sotruc, that of the proprie- 
bondage! The studied reserve on this subject is ho-; tors of slaves a very small proportion indeed are 
norable to the feelings of the convention; and to tliis , ever seen to labor. And can the liberties of a nation 
day, the hateful word “slave” is very rarely usedin be thought secure when we have removed their 
the laws enacted by congress, the representatives of only firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the 
a free people. ‘This shews the progress of liberal people that these liberties are of the gift of God? 
ideas, and manifests a general opposition to the That they are not to be violated but with his wrath? 
practice of slavery; and there certainly isa growing ; Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect that 
disposition to ameliorate the condition of persons God is just: thut his justice cannot sleep forever; that 


of color, so far as it is thought compatible with the | considering numbers, nature and natural means 
liggerests of the society in which they are chiefly | only, a revolution of the wheel of fortune, an ex- 


located. 


| change of situation isamong possible events: that it 


These grateful digressions are made to exhibit may become probable by supernatural interference! 


the beautiful side of the picture, and raise the soul 
ofa free American into thankfulness to the Giver 


| The Almighty has no attribute which can take side 
with usin such a contest.—But it is impossible to be 


of all good gifts for His unnumbered benefactions temperate and to pursue this subject through the 


and mercies: the reverse may be briefly stated— 


| Various considerations of policy, of morals, of histo- 


more than a seventh part of our population is com- | ry naturaland civil. We must be contented to hope 
| 


posed of black slaves, and apparent necessity dic- 


tates to some of our legislatures the expediency of | 
degrading them into beings without the capacity of 


reasoning or means of improvement!—and, while 
we establish schools, erect colleges and found uni- 
versities forthre advancement of the whites in works 
of utility and virtue, and raise up the solemn tem- 
ple -wherein they may offer up the incense of a 
pure andcontrite heart to the great Prrst Causz,— 
we inflict punishment on such as learn the blacks 
¢o read, and make it criminal in them to assemble 
to worship the Gop whichis over all—to whom all 


. must account! But these matters may be more par- 


ticularly referred to when we come io consider the 
second proposition. We shall close this section of 
our remarks by the following quotation from the il- 
lustrious Jeferson—who, in his notes on Virginia, 


© says— 


“There must doubtless be an unhappy influence 
on the manners of our people produced by the ex- 
istence of slavery among us. The whole commerce 
between master and slave isa perpetual exercise of 
the most boisterous passions, the most unremitting 
despotism on the one part, and degrading submis- 
sions onthe other. Our children see this, and learn 
to imitate it; for man is an imitative animal. ‘This 
quality is the germ of all educationin him, From 
his cradle to his grave he is learning to do what he 
sees others do. If a parent could find no motive 
either in his philanthropy or his self-love, for re- 
straining the intemperance of passion towards his 
slave, it should always be a sufficient one that his 
child is present. But generally it is not sufficient. 
‘The parent storms, the child looks on, catches the 
lineaments of*wrath, puts on the same airs in the 
circle of smaller slaves, give a loose to the worst of 
his passions, and thus nursed, educated, and daily 
exercised in tyranny, cannot but be stamped by it 
with odious peculiarities. The man must be a p?o- 
digy who can retain his manners and morals unde- 


praved by suchcircumstances, Ang with what ex- 


they willforce their way into every one’s mind. | 
| think a change already preceptible, since the origin 
ofthe present revolution. The spirit of the master 
is abating, that of the slave rising from the dust, his 
condition mollifying, the way I hope preparing, 
under the auspices of heaven, for a total emancipa- 
tion, and that thisis disposed, in the order of events, 
to be with the consent of the masters, rather than 
by their extirpation.” 
The following statements are made to shew the 
progressive and comparative increase of this people: 








1790. 1800. 810. 
White persons: 3,164,148 4,312,841 5,862,095 
Free negroes 59,481 110,072 186,446 
Slaves : : : 697,178. 896,849 1,191,346 
3,921,326 5,319,762 7,239,903 


The number of years required for a duplication 
of each class, according to the ratio of increase from 
1790 to 1810, is thus given by Dr. Seybert: 

The whites in 22.48 years, or 224 yrs. nearly 

Free negroes 12.13 12 yrs. 14 mo. 

Slaves 25.99 26 yrs. nearly. 

At the present time there are twenty two states 
considering Alabama as one—Twelve of these, east 
of Maryland and north of the Ohio, may be const 
dered as non-slave holding states, having had at the 
census of 1810 only 32,000 slaves in all, and now 
probably less than half that number. Delaware, 1t 
is true, partially sanctions the principle of slavery, 
but in an ameliorated form, and will certainly aban- 
don it, There are ten others, including Alabam4; 
and the projected state of Missouri, (in which it !S 
yet uncertain whether slavery will be allowed or not) 
each containing many slaves; in all, in 1810, nearly 
1,159,000, and now about 1,800,000; having multi- 
plied their numbers, as well by natural increase 4° 
by a most villainous traffic carried on in them, 4” 
numerous most rascally outrages on the persons ° 
free blacks in the eastern section, by the most !n- 
famous men that ever existed—cold-hearted scoun 
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drels, known by the name of kidnappers—generally 
a part of the refuse population of the section in 
which they practise their manstealing;* and be- 
sides, many have been imported from Africa and 
the West-Indi¢s, contrary to law, smuggled into the | 
country, on account of the great demand for human 
fiesh: the carcase of a man oftentimes bringing more 
than 1000 dollars! 

The following table shews the population of the 
ten states, or the then territories which now com- 
pose them, 2s they stood in 1790 and 1810: 





1790, 1810. 

Free Free 

persons. Slaves, persons Slaves. 
Maryland .« - ~« 216,692 193,036: 270,044 110,502 
Virginia. =» se 454,983 292,627 582,104 392.518 
North Carolina - ° 293,179 100,572 386,676 168,824 
South-Carolina ° « 132,979 107,094 218,750 196,365 
Georgia “oe a. $3,284 29,264 147,215 105,218 
Kentucky . . » 61,247 12,430 325,950 80,561 
we ad le Bete AT 
eee ss 23,264 17,088 
District of Columbia, (in- 
cluded in Md. & Ve, 17:0). 18,628 5,395 
Louisiana acquired 41,896 34,660 
Missouri, &ce. $sinee 1790. 17,834 3,011 

1,245,638 648,440 2,249,553 1,158,677 
Ov rourse, the other states 1,978,540 48,738 3,799,004 32.669 








Grand totals, 3,224,148 697,178 
a 


6,043,557 1,191,346 
i. J 





3,021,326 7,230,903 

The population of the southern section of the U. 
States consisted in 1810, of 2,249,553 free inhabi- 
tents, and 1,158,677 slaves. The census of 1820 
will shew of the former about 3,000,000 freemen, 
and 1,800,000 slaves: the high prices of cotton, &c. 
within the last few years, having caused an extraor- 
dinary demand for, with an increased care of the 
slave-specie€s. 

Now let us seriously ask -the question, where is 
this thing to end? Allow only 15 years more, and 
the same tract of country, if slavery is not permitted 
beyond the Mississippi, except with the addition of 
Florida, by which also there will be an accession of 
slaves,will contain at least three millions of them!— 
a number equal to that of several! of the nations of 
Europe, who have long maintained their inde pen- 
dence, a quantity suflicient to constitute a respecta- 
ble government, far superior, in this respect, to our 
own when the congress of 1776 ventured on the 
declaration of independence. We shall not calcu- 
late the consequences, if some great man should 
rise up among them and invite them to freedom. 
We have seen that the savages, whose known mode 
of warfare is to spare neither age nor sex, have re- 
ceived aid and comfort, arms, ammunition and sup- 
plies, from a foreign country which makes a parade 
of its regard for the blacks—and, embodied in the 
south and possessed of the shores of the gulf of 
Mexico, supported by the powerful fleets of a jeal- 
ous nation, how shall they be reduced to obedience? 
It is hardly to be expected that they ever can be 
—they will exterminate our borders or have to be 
exterminated. The feelings of at least three fifths 
of the people of the United States will not be enlist- 
ed in the controversy, except by the distresses of 
of their suffering countrymen. Jefferson says, “the 
Almighty has no attribute that can take side with 
usin such a contest.” Letthose immediately inte- 
rested look a-head to natural results, and prepare 


aw 4 





_ *But we see that a person convicted of negro-steal- 
ng in North-Carolina, was hung on the 23d ult. A 
powerful interest was made to get him pardoned; 


but the governor would not yield. May such be the 
tate of the whole fraternity! 





against them. Hr who knows our heart, knows 
that we would not “prophecy” evil to any portion 
of our country, but we feel seriously convinced that 
“God is just,’ and that this people will-one day 
break their chains, if they are not voluntarily loosen- 
ed. What oceans of blood will then be shed, what 
horrors of horrors prevail, which present justice 
and humanity may possibly prevent! 

\In our next number we shall offer a schenic for 
this purpose, in direct variance, how «ver, to the opi- 
nions that generally prevail on the subject in the 
states most deeply interested. But let us recollect 
what France was before her revolution, and what 
she achieved‘in her battles for liberty; and, what is 
still more remarkable, we ought to remember what 
Spain, debased Spain did, when her people believed 
they wer: striking for freedom! The servile popu- 
lation, filled with enthusiasm, annihilated the choic- 
est legions of imperial France; and, assisted on her 
borders for along time by a foreign power, at length 
aided by that power, actually invaded the nation 
that sacrificed a million of livés to subdue her. It 
is not force that will keep our slaves as they are; it 
is gentleness and mercy, supported by inteliigence, . 
that must do it—if any thing can doit. But this iga 
subject which we do not wish to dwell upon— 
yet there should be an awakening of the peuple to 
the actual condition oftheiraffairs. The factis, that 
under present commercial prospects and the ex- 
tending cultivation of cotton in the East Indies to 
supply the Furepean market, wherein labor ismuch 
cheaper, and the commadity, of course, lower than 
slave-labor can produce it with us—the quantity of 
blacks callected in the southern states will prove a 
serious incumbrance on the white population, and 
it will probably be difficult to employ and maintain 
themto advantage. This isa matter worthy of deep 
consideration. 





_- - = —_ 


Law Intelligence—Banking. 

The following singular case ts copied from a North 

Carolina paper—the Wilmington Recorder. 
The bank of ——-, Superior court of 

versus -law, for the County of 

John -——_, aca ening 

‘This suit originated in the county court, upon a 
promissory note, drawn in the usual way, for the 
sum of 62 dollars. ‘The execution, protest, &c. was 
proven in due dank form. ‘The defendant failing 
to establish his pleas, of course, as uszal, the bank 
obtained judgment. ‘the defendant, much to the 
astonishment of the gentlemen learned in the law, 
craved an appeal to the superior court, for which, 
the sum being small, he easily obtainedthe necessa- 
ry security. He was told by the attorney for the 
bank that it was ridiculous to appeal; that the ac- 
tion was brought upon a plain note of hand, that the 
bank must recover; and that it would certainly de- 
mand the damages that the law gave, as well as the 
interest. However, the defendant said he was the 
best judge of his own business; and that if he must 
follow the advice ofa lawyer, he preferred one that 
was not employed against him. So the appeal was 
regularly brought up; and, asthe bank always have 
their own notary and witnesses, of course the plain- 
tiff was ready; and as the defendent could make ne 
defence to a plain note of hand, payable and nego- 
ciable at bank,he could have no legal excuse to coa- 
tinue the cause—so both parties were, orcompelled, 
to be ready. 

The bank’s attorncy informed the jury that it was 
anaction upon a plain note of hand, brought against 





the defendant, the maker, and which the banx had 












See Se ee ee 
— 





196 NILES’ REGISTER---MAY 15, 1819---CONNECTICUT LEGISLATURE. 





ett 





discounted for Jus profit—i mean, gentlemen of the 
jury, aecommodation-—and which he had most un- 


_ gratefully neglected to take up, pay, and discharge; 


und thatthe bank was compelied to bring three se- 
parate suits on tins small note, (holding it up to the 
Jjury,) one against himself, and one against each of 
the .endorsers—and that these suits were brought 
in the county court, and judgment obtained; and 
the defendant was fool enough to appeal to this 
court, where=he must inevitably be cust; and the 
costs in the three suits will amount to more than the 
dept; but, gentlemen, it is not the bank’s fault—the 
defendant has brought it upon himscelf.—The note 
was proved, in due torm, by one of the clerks ofthe 
bank, who swore to the defendant’s hand writing; 
and the jury was informed by Mr. Attorney that it 
wasunnecessary to prove the protest and notice to 
the endorsers, as the action was brought against the 
maker. ‘Phe calculation was made, and the jury 
told that the bank expected their verdict for $62 
principal, $2 for protest, and S35 89 interest—mak- 
ing the aggregate sum of siaiy nine dollars and eigh- 
ty nine ceats, 

The‘defendant stated, with a mournful counte- 
nance, that it was true the bank had accommodated 
him by lending him the money; that the times were 
hard; that he thanked the bank for their kindness; 
yet he did not think it a very great accommodation 
to be subjected to the cost of three suits, when the 
act of assembiy authorises both the drawer and en- 
dorsers to be included in one writ; and he hoped to 
make it appear, that,in this case, the bankers have 
not even accommodated their ownselves. He ad- 
mitted that it was a plain note ofhand; that he justly 
owed the bank $69 89—but that the bank was in- 
debted to him in a larger sum; and that, ashe had 
entered the plea of set-off, he asked the jury to find 
the issues in his favor. He then took out of his 
breeches pocket an old leathern bag, and proceed- 
ed deliberately to untie the string. The eyes of all 
the audience were upon him. At length he hauled 
out two small pieces of paper—first opened one, 
and then the other. Here gentlemen, is the bank’s 
note for fifty dollars; here is another for twenty dol- 
lars—fifty dollars and twenty doilars make seventy 
dollars—and as seventy dollars is more than sixty- 
nine dollars and eighty-nine cents, it will follow, of 
course, that the bank owes me eleven cents. 

It was objected, on behalf of the bank, that the 
defendant ought not be allowed this offset; and not, 
at any rate, unless he proved, that he had the iden- 
tical notes in his possession at the time of the com- 
mencement of the suit. That if defendant could, 
at any time offset the notes of banks against suits 
brought by the banks, that any defendant, after put- 
ting off a suit for twelve or eighteen months, might 
always, by procuring one dollar more than the 
debt, subject the bank to the costs of two distinct 
courts. 

. His honor, after inspecting the notes, observed to 
the jury, that it appeared from their dates, that the 
notes had been issued previous to the commence- 
ment of the suit; and as they were made payable on 
demand, consequently they must have beea due at 
the time the action was brought; and asthe notes of 
the corporation must be viewed in the same light 
as the notes of individuals, that the defendant, 
upon proving the hand writing of the president 
end cashier, would be entitled to a set-off—anc 
consequently the bank being indebted eleven cents 
to the defendant, they must find a verdict for him. 
‘the hand-writing was proved; and the jury, without 
leaving the box, gave a verdict for the defendant, 
amidst the applause of a crowded court. 


— 


N.'B. The other two suits were dismissed; and 
the defendant marched out of court calculating the 
costs of the three suits in, both courts. 








Legislature of Connecticut. 
GOVERNOR'S SPEECH. 
Gentlemen of the senate, and 

Gentlemen of the house of representatives: 

If I donot greatly mistake, the affairs of our cqun- 
try have, at no former period, displayed more exhi- 
lirating subjects of contemplation, than at present. 
‘the nations with which we are principally connect- 
ed, appear to Le convinced of the utility of justice 
in their intercourse with the United States. The 
causes which menaced future conflicts, are yielding 
to the influence ofreason and humanity. In regions 
which have been but recently explored, new states 
are forming, under constitutions founded on just 
principles of civil and religious liberty. Rules for 
preventing disputes, and for promoting -the settle- 
ment of vacant territories, have been established, of 
which the world has afforded no former examples. 
Ourswarming population is rapidly extending, unit- 
el by the same language and laws, and by kindred 
ties of mutual affection and interest. In short, those 
sublime conceptions of the future happiness and 
grandeur of the American nation, which were pre- 
sented by the sages of the revolution, to the admira- 
tion of their remote posterity, have been eminently 
realized, during a single age. As no other people 
have been equally distinguished by Divine favor 
and protection, we are specially required to mani- 
fest our gratitude to the Supreme Being, by a pru- 
dent use of the inestimable privileges committed to 
our care, 

The duty assigned to us in particular, is so plain, 
that it cannot be easily mistaken. Weare members 
ofa state, which has long been distinguished as a 
confederacy of freemen. After a revision of their 
fundamental institutions, the people have decreed, 
that but few changes are necessary. Accordingly 
it has been the principal object of that constitution, 
which it is our duty to observe and to execute, to 
define those privileges, which were truly the birth- 
right of the people, and to guard against either gra- 
dual or occasional invasions of their rights, by the 
abuse of power, or the unlimited exercise of legis- 
lative discretion. Entertaining these opinions, [ 
cannot but consider the constitution as a great secu- 
rity tothe community. It may now be considered 
as a point which has been deliberately settled, that 
Connecticut is hereafter to be governed according 
toa written constitution, established by the will of 
the people. Upon the power to exercise this 
right, our political liberty essentially depends. 
Wherever it has been acquired, it can never be 
lost, without extreme negligence or culpable 
apathy. The constitution will be altered only as 
experience may indicate its imperfeetions. This 
power will be manifested by the people at large, 
after mature discussions of the merits of such pre- 
cise amendments, as may be presentedto their con- 
sideration by their representatives. Of course, spe- 
culative propositions of a general nature, which, 
from their uncertainty, tend to inflame and mislead 
the community, will, in respect to the supreme law 
of the state, be hereafter unavailing. 

Besides appointing the judges, sheriffs and other 
officers necessary to the organization of the govern- 
ment, a number of alterations in the existing laws 
will be requisite. Among these, one of the most 
important will be the devising of proper regulations, 
las required by the constitution, for ascertaining the 














NILES’ REGISTER | MAY 15, 1819-—-NATIONAL INTERESTS, | 197 





<_< 





— 


— 


value and amount of the school fund, and rendering 
that precious deposite inalienable to any other use 
than the encouragement and support of public and 
common scheols, for the equal benefit of allthe peo- 
pie of this state. Asa proportion of the property 
beionging to this fund is vested in securities of real 
estate, from which it cannot be withdrawn without 
great inconvenience and loss, it appearsto be neces- 
sury that the office of commissioner should be con- 
continued. The avails of the fund may, as hereto- 
fore, be paid into the treasiify, and there appropriat- 
ed forthe support of schools,asthe law may prescribe; 
but it seems to be properand analogous to our other 
regulations, that the accounts of the fund should be 
readered to, and annually settled with the comptrol- 
ler, in the same manner as other public accounts, 
and that it should be made the duty of that officer, to 
present to the general assembly, an annual state- 
inent, exhibiting every increase, or diminution of 
the fund, with the cases in which th: y originated. 
Jt is well known that a considerable part of the ex- 
tensive grants, sequestrations and devises which 
were formerly made for the support of schools and 
religious instruction, have been dissipated and lost, 
and itis only by establishing invariable rules, and by 
constant vigilance, that similar misfortunes can be 
prevented in future. 

The crime of fraudulent bankruptcy, by which 
the privileges of an elector become forfeited, has 
never been defined, A lawon this subject appears 
to be necessary. 

By our late system, a number of duties and pow- 
ers are assigned to the governor and couicil. 
Among these, are the appointment of commission- 
ers of sewers, and of turnpike roads, and deciding 
on the official bonds to be given by sherifis: provi- 
sions on these subjects xppear to be required. 

[submit to your consideration, whether it is not 
expedient to prescribe the number of notaries pub- 
lic, to be commissioned in the different counties of 
the state. 

Several of our ancient laws have become obsolete, 
or have been annuiled by the constitution of the 
United States, or of this state; and by the repeal or 
amendment of various reg -lations, the statute law 
has become less definite and intelligible than is de- 
sirable. As great caution is, however, necessary 
on this subject, I respectfully invite you to consider 
whether it will not be proper to appoint a commit- 
tee to report arevised code, to a future general as- 
sembly, 

As the subject of taxation is very important, I 
have deemed it to be my duty, to prepare a detail- 
ed view of my reflections on this subject.—This 
willbe submitted to your consideration, by a spe- 
cial message. 

After a long period of calamity, wise and benevo- 
ent men of every country, appear to be uniting 
their efforts in devising means for diminishing the 
wants, and improving the condition of mankind. 
Among the foremost .n this honorable combination, 
the different states of our union, are exerting an un- 
precedented activity. Asthe situation and institu- 
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Hons of Connecticut afford facilities for a more ac- | 


curate application of the latest discoveries and im- 
provements, than is practicable in states of greater 
extent and more recent establisliment, our advan- 
ces ought to correspond with our advantages. We 
are bound to hope that the period is fast approach- 
ing, when the rank and character of communities | 


will be estimated by no other rule, than by their! 
comparative attainments in moral excellence, and 
ccess in advancing the means of social hap- 

Our exertions ought, therefore, to be di- 
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rected to the diffusion of useful knowlecdee, the en- 
couragement of industry, frugality, and NOMNCSEY, 
and the promotion of coacors a: pcople. 
OLIVER WOLCOPT. 
General assembly, May session, A. D. 1819. 
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N tional Interests. 


Address of the Philadelphia s° cicty for the promotion of 
domestic industry, to the citizens of the United States. 
No. Y. 
Philadelphia, May 3, 1819. 

The friends of domestic manufactures in this coun- 
try have had to combat a host of objections main- 
tained with great zeal and plausibility, many of 
which, though utterly destitute of foundation, have 
had universal currency. We shall devote the pre- 
sent number to obviate some of them. : 

I. The demoralizing and debasing effects of ma- 
nusacturing establishments. 

If. Their injurious interference with commerce. 

Il. The high rate of wagesin the U, States, 

iV. The great extent of our vacant iands, which 
ought to be settled previous to the erection of mant- 
facturing establishments on a large scale. 

.V. The extortion practised, and the extravagant 
prices charecdby manufacturers during the war. 

VI. ‘The toss of revenue that would arise from 
protecting or prohibitory duties, 2 
am I}. The danger of encour: iwing sinugg"ing by , 
lich duties, 


306 


J. NEMORALIZATION, 

The most specious and generally prevalent ar- 
gument against manuiacturing establishments, is 
grounded on their debasing «ud demorabzing ef- 
fects. The honest feelings ant the sympathy of the 
humane and enlightened part of the commumity, 
and the passions and prejudices of the remainder, 
have in consequence becn enlisted and excited to 
activity against those establishments. The changes 
have been rung times without number, on the de- 
pravity, corruption, and pauperism inseparabie trom 
large assembiages of men, women, and children, 
eollected in a small compass, inhailing a pestiferous 
utmosphere, both moral and physical. ‘he most 
captivating pictures have’ been drawn, by way of 
contrast, of the purity, the innoceuice, the healtii- 
ness, and the independence of agricultural empley- 
ments—and the wliole has been wound up by de- 
precating the folly and insanity of seducing the Ar- 
cadian cultivators of the soil into the business of ina- 
nufacturing, so destructive to their health, their mo- 
rals, and their happiness. 

This objection, like a thousand other common 
place xssertions, has been almost universally assum- 

ed, and universally admitted, without demur or scru- 
ple. Even the friends of manufactures have hardly 

dared to doubt its correctness, barely lamenting 1% 
‘as one of the many serious evils inseparable from 
| society in its present state. And had it not been for 
lithe investigations of a recent writer, it might have 
‘continued for another century to lead mankind 
‘astray. Its reign, however, is over 
But even if these views were cor 
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rect as regardel 


| the overgrown manufacturing establishments in Fng- 
i land, and some other parts of Europe, they would be 


inapplicable here; asthe best friends of manufactures 
in this country have hardly calculated on any thing 
further than the home market; and in so wide a 
country as this, if the manufacturers were degraded 
and oppressed by men of great wealth in one d 
trict, they would be able to resort to similar estab- 
lishments in anothez, of which, were manufactures 
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duly protected, there would be numbers in every 
quarter of the union. 


The most eminent statistical writer in Europe, at 


present. is probably Colquhoun, author of “Police of 


London,” and various other important works bear- 
ing the strongest marks of profound research, deep 
penetration, and philosophical enquiry, This wri- 
ter has given a curious and important table of the 
population, offenders, and paupers, ofevery county in 
England, which settles this important point forever; 
which we annex; from which there can be no ap- 
peal; and which must remove the doubts of the 
most sceptical, 


Comparative view of nearly an equal population in 
one part of the kingdom with the same in another.* 





ovens 





























a 78) 5 

s} ts ] 

COUNTIES, p - ts 

i jel & 
Middlesex - - - -| 818,12911217} 63,173 
Kent -- ° - - 307,624} 210} 41,632 
Surry ° - . -| 269,043} 199] 36,138 
Wessex ~« - - + | 226,437] 144] 38,337 
Gloucester, includ’g Bristol 250,809 141} 36,904 
Warwick - - ’ -} 208,190; 160] 30,200 
Norfolk - - - - 273,371) 163] 42,707 
‘Suffolk - - - -| 210,451) 109} 36,110 
Sussex - : . - 159,311} 105} 37,076 
Wilts - : . -| 185,107} 75] 42,128 
Hampshire - - - 219,656) 147] 32,581 
Nottingham - - -| 140,359] 741° 9,806 
Le:cester - . - 130,081! 47} 19,154 
Derby . ° ° -} 161,142| 39] 13,167 
Dorset - - - . 115,319} 38} 15,783 
Berks “ : . -} 109,215} 62} 22,088 
Oxford - - os ° 109,620} 38} 21,025 
Herts - » : -| 95,577] 43} 13,349 
Bedford - . : - 63,393} 20] 7,276 
Huntingdon - . -| 37,568) 15} 4,746 
South Wales, six counties | 288,761] 50} 23,384 
4,381,134)3096) 586,764 
Yorkshire - - - 4{ 858,892; 245| 77,661 
Lancashire ~ - - 672,731) 371) 46,200 
Stufferd  - + + + 239,453] 91) 22,510 
Devon - - - - 343,001} 96) 43,674 
Lincoln - - . -| 208,557] 58] 18,845 
Somerset - - - 273,750, 106} 33,979 
Chester - - - -| 191,751} SO} 22,152 
Durham - - - - 160,361] 27] 15,807 
Cornwall - ° v -| 188,269} 45} 12,853 
Salop - - - - 167,659} 79) 17,306 
Worcester - : -| 139,330} 51] 18,896 
Northampton- . - - 131,757| 42] 20,554 
Northumberland ° -| 157,101; 38} 14,304 
Cumberland - - - 117,250) 18) 8,445 
Bucks - - - -} 107,444; 33} 19,650 
Cambridge - - - 89,346} 40] 11,294 
Hereford - - - -- 89,191) Sl] 11,779 
Monmouth - - . 45,582| 20) 4,479 
Westmoreland - - -| 41,617] 6) 4,615 
Rutland - - - - 16,356 4 1,338 
North Wales, six counties | 252,785] 28) 28,131 
4,491,846/1509] 453,952 





*Colguhoun on indigence, p, 272. 


. and Warwick 


Colquhoun furnishes another table, of the state of 
pauperism throughout England, which we also an- 
nex— 

Per cent on the - 
population. 


j 
‘ 


Counties. | 
5 In Cumberland, Cornwall, Lancaster 
and Nottingham, and East Riding of 
Yorkshire, the number of paupers in 
each 100 of the population 7 (less than 1-15) 
3 In Derby, Middlesex, and Rutland 8 (lessthan 1-13) 
4 In Lincoln, Northumberland, Staf- 

ford, and North Riding of York- 

shire 9 (above 1-11) 
4 West Riding of York, Durham, 

Monmouth, and Salop 10 
4 Bedford, Chester, Somerset, and 

Westmoreland 12 (under 1-8) 
6 Cambridge, Devon, Herefard, Hun- 

tingdon, Surry, and Worcester 13 (above 1-8) 
3 Herts, Dorset, Kent 14 (above 1-7) 
4 Gloucester, Leicester Southampton 
15 (above 1-7) 
16 (under 1-6) 
17 (above 1-6) 
18 (above 1-6) 
90°... - (38) 
21 (above 1-5) 
2 Sussex and Wiltshire 28 (nearly 1-4) 
12 Counties in Wales, averaging § 9 (above 1-11)* 

Or the first of these tables Colquhoun makes the 
following pointed and decisive remarks: 

‘From this comparative statement,” it appears, 
“that, contrary to the general received ofinion, the 
numbers of paupers in the counties which are chiefly 
agricultural, greatly exceed those where manufactures 
prevail!!! Thus, in Kent and Surry, where the ag- 
gregate population is 576,687, there appear to be 
77,770 paupers, while in Lancashire, where the po- 
pulation is 672,731 the paupers relieved are only 
46,200.”+ 

He has not compared the two descriptions of the 
population on the subject of crimes. But the con- 
trast in this respect, it appears, is equally unfavora- 
ble to the agricultural districts. However, as ma- 
nufactures are spread throughout the kingdom, and 
as all the counties partake to a certain degree of 
the double character of agriculture and manufac- 
tures, itis impossible to institute a general compa- 
rison. But it will answer every valuable purpose 
of testing the truth or falsehood-of the prevailing 
opinions, that we take a view of six counties, three 


1-10 


2 Norfolk and N orthampton 
2 Essex and Suffolk 

1 Buckinghamshire 

1 Oxfordshire 

1 Berkshire 


















































decidedly agricultural, and three as decidedly ma- 
nufacturing. 
Manufacturing POPULATION] OFFEN-| PAUPERS 
counties DERS 
Lancashire . - 672,731 | 371 46,200 
Yorkshire - - 858,892 | 245 | 77,661 
Stafford - - - 239,153 91 | 22,510 
1,770,776 | 707 146,574 
Agricultural POPULATION] OFFEN-|PAUPERS 
counties DERS 
Norfolk - -  - | 273,371 | 163 | 42,707 
Kent - - + 307,624 | 210 | 41,632 
Surry - =. . 269,043 | 199 | 36,138 
} . 850,038 | 572 | 120,477 
*Colquhoun on indigence, p. 265. 
fidem 273. 
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In the three manufacturing counties, the offen- 
ders are only one out of every 2,500; whereas in 
the agriculti:ral, they are one out of 1,600; where- 
by it appears that the latter districts have above 
half as many more criminals as the manufacturing 
in proportion totheir population. This is a strong 
and decisive fact. 

In thethree manufacturing counties, the paupers 
are only eight percent. of the population; whereas 
in the agricultural they are about fourteen per 
cent. ’ ‘ ; 
We are tempted to cast a further glance on this 
table, and to call the attention to a more striking 
comparison. Yorkshire contains a greater popula- 
tion than the three specified agricultural counties, 
and yet has far below half the number of offenders, 
and not two thirds of the number of paupers. 

Population. Offenders. Paupers 
Yorkshire, 858,892 245 77,661 
Norfolk, Kent & Surry, 850,058 572 120,477 

This result may appear extraordinary and para- 
doxical. Buta very slight reflection on the sub- 
ject will remove all the paradox, and enable us to 
account satisfactorily for the existing state of things. 
idleness is as much the parent of poverty and guilt, 
as industry is of independence and virtue. In agri- 
cultural districts there is a considerable proportion 
ofthe labor of the women and a still greater propor- 
of that of the younger people, wholly lost. The 
latter waste a great part of their early years in to- 
tal idleness. Hence arises a fruitful source of pau- 
perism and guilt. 

These statements, independent of their over- 
whelming bearing on the present question, may 
have another very important advantage. They 
serve to display in strong colors, the danger of trust- 
to mere assertions, unsupported by facts. There 
is not in the whole range of political economy, a 
dogma that has been more universally received, or 
appeared more plausible than the one here combat- 
ted, which is now unequivocally proved to be not 
only not true but the very reverse of truth. 

Il. INTERFERENCE WITH COMMERCE. 

Among the opponents of the manufacturing sys- 
tem, were formly to be found great numbers of 
those citizens, engaged in commerce, who appeared 
impressed with an idea that in proportion as manu- 
factures are patronized and extended, in the same 
proportion commerce must be impaired, Hence 
a degree of jealousy has been fostered among the 
commercial, of the manufacturing class of our popula- 
tion, as if there were a great hostility between their 
respective interests. The most enlightened mer- 
chants at present are convinced of the errors of 
these views. It is not difficult to prove, that they 
reston as sandy a foundation asthe superior purity 
and freedom from pauperism of the agricultural 
districts. 

It will not, we trust, be denied, that in every 
community the greater the variety of pursuits, and 
employments, the greater the field for exertion, 
and less danger ofrivalship, or of any of them being 
too much crowded. Hence an obvious consequence 
of the destruction of so many manufacturing estab- 
lishments as, during the war, were in “the full 
tide of successful experiment,” has been to divert 
the capital and industry engaged in them to com- 
mercial pursuits, whereby the latter are so much 
overstocked as to narrow or almost destroy all 
chance ofsuccess. Our wharves, our coffee houses, 
and the assignments in our newspapers, fully prove 
that commerce is overdone, and that it‘has unfortu- 
nately become a most precarious profession. Where- 
*S, Were manufacturers properly protected, com- 


merce would be relieved from that superfiuous por- 

tion of citizens who pursue it, and who by the eager- 
ness of their competition in the markets, domestic 
and foreign, destroy each other’s chances of suc- 
cess. 

Another source of indemnification to commerce | 
for any disadvantage it might suffer from the pa- 
trouage of manufactures would be the trace in vari- 
ous kinds of raw materials which would be import- 
ed from foreign countries for the use of the maniu- 
facturers.* 


An important consideration remains, The dimi- 
nution of our foreign trade, which isat all times pre- 
carious and often ruinous, would be further compen- 
sated by the vast increase of the coasting trade, in 
the transportation of raw materials from the south- 
ern tothe middle and eastern states, and of manu- 
factured articles from the latter to the former. 


Ye do not deem it necessary to enter into further 
detail, or to exhaust the subject. We trust enough 
has been said to prove, that a liberal patronage ex- 
tended to manufactures would be eminently benefi- 
cial even tothe mercantile part of our citizens, not 
merely by diminishing the number of competitors 
in that department, but by offering profitable em- 
ployment to a portion of that capital which has es- 
caped the destruction proceeding from the ruinous 
state ofour commerce since the war. This system 
moreover, would afford commercial men opportuni- 
ties of providing for a part of their children ina less 
hazardous line of business than commerce. 

lil mien wages. 

The high wages said to be given in this country 
have been used as a powerful argument against en- 
couraging manufacturers, and have led many of our 
citizens to believe that we would not be capable of 
manufacturing extensively for perhaps a century to 
come. Thisideahas maintained its ground against 
the strong and palpable fact, that many of our ma- 
nufactures have thriven vary considerably, notwith- 
standing the rivalship of foreign competitors. The 
difference however between the wages in England, 
in many branches of business, is far less than is ge- 
nerally supposed. But the argument falls to the 
ground, when we reflect that in most of those 
branches depending wholly on manual labor, our 
manufaeturers have met the rival articles from Eu- 
rope with great success. Our hatters, shoemakers, 
'saddlers, coachmakers, printers, cabinet makers, 
type founders, curriers, glovers, smiths, and various 
other classes, wholly debarred of the advantage of 
machinery, have stood their ground far better than 
those citizens concerned in branches in which ma- 
chinery is employed, of whom a large portion have 
been ruined. . 

This is a very extraordinary fact, and could not 
have entered into any previous calculation. The 
endless variety of millseats throughout the Unit- 
ed States, and the acknowleged taients of our 
citizens in mechanical pursuits, would have led to 
form a conclusion wholly different. It would have 
been believed that whatever we might suffer in ca- 
ses in which manual labor alone was employed, we 
should be triumphant wherever water power and 
machinery could be called into operation. 

TO BE CONTINUED. 





iAn intelligent citizen, who has carefully examin- 
ed the entries into the port of Philadelphia, assures 
us that the tonnage employed even now in the im- 
portation of raw materials, leather, dye-wood, iron, 
lead, &c. &c. is equal to that employed in the im- 
ypetat 





portation of bale goods. 
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Treasury Circular. 


TO THE COLLECTORS, NAVAL OFFICERS AND SURVEYORS, 
Treasury department, 
Comptroller's office, April 14th, 1819. 

Str—I transmit, herewith, copies of the following 
acts, passed at the last session of congress, te which 
your particular attention is requested, ~ 

1. An act, entitled “an act providing additional 
penalties for false entries for the benefit of 
drawback, or bounty on exportation;” approv- 
ed the 20th of February, 1819. 

2, An act, entitled “an act regulating passenger 
ships and vessels;” approved the 2d of March, 
1819. 

8, An act, entitled “an act to regulate the duties 
on certain wines;” approved the 3d of March, 
1819. 

4. An act, entitled «an act in addition to ‘an act 
concerning tonnage and discriminating duties 
in certain cases;” approved, 3d March, 1819. 

5, Anact, entitled “an act in addition to, and al- 
teration of an act, entitled ‘an act laying a duty 
on imported salt, granting a bounty on pickled 
fish exported, and allowances to certain vessels 
employed in the fisheries;”” approved the 3d of 
March, 1819, 

6. An act, entitled “an act supplementary to the 
acts concerning the coasting trade;” approved 
the 2d of March, 1819. 

The provisions of the first mentioned law are so 

clear and explicit as to require no elucidation. 

It is incumbent on the officers of the customs, by 
the second mentioned law, to observe due vigilance 
to detect vessels in taking from, or conveying Zo, the 
United States, a greater number of passengers than 
is prescribed by the law. 

In case the number of passengers exceeds the 
proportion of two passengers for every five tons of 
the vessel, but not by twenty passengers, the master 
and the awner or owners thereof, will severally for- 
feit, and be liable only to the payment of one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars, for every passenger over ard 
above the said proportion: but in case the number 
exceeds that proportion by twenty passengers, be- 
sides the fine of one hundred and fifty dollars to 
which the master and owner or owners will, in such 
event, be severally liable for every passenger be- 
yond the number allowed by law, the vessel will be 
forfeited to the United States, and is to be prosecut- 
ed and distributed in the same manner in which the 
forfeitures and penalties are recovered and distri- 
buted under the provisions of the act, entitled “an 
act to regulate the collection of duties on imports 
and tonnage.” 

The third mentioned act, which is to go into ope- 
ration from andafter the 30th of June next, reduces 
the duty heretofore payable on the non-enumerated 


wines when imported in bottles or cases, from se- 


venty to thirty cents per gallon; and whén imported 
otherwise than in bottles or cases, from twenty-five 
to fifteen cents per gallon, 

It also amends the 4th section of the act of the 
29th of April, 1815, supplementary to the collection 
Jaw of 1799, so far as to allow the transportation, 
coast-wise, of wines and distilled spirits, from the 
public warchouse, in one district, to those in another 
district, under such regulations as the secretary of 
of the treasury may prescribe, without loss of deben- 
iure. 

By the fourth mentioned act, the provisions and 
limitations of the act of the 20th of April, 1818, con- 


‘cerning tonnage and discriminating duties, in cer- 


<A 
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sid, of the city of Haméurg, and of the city of Bre- 
men, 

In the circular letter from this department, dated 
the 4th of August, 1818, predicated on two procla- 
mations of the president of the United States, which 
were issued in conformity with the provisions of the 
act of the 3d March, 1815, you were instructed te 
discontinue charging discriminating, or countervail- 
ing duties on the vessels of the cities of Hamburg 
and Bremen, and on mercandise imported in them, 
of the growth, produce or manufacture of those cities, 
respectively; and to refund the difference between 
countervailing and domestic duties, so far as related 
to the importations in those vessels from certain 
specified periods, 

But it will be perceived, that the act of the 3d of 
March, 1815, and the president’s proclamations, is- 
sued in virtue of it, do not extend the repeal of the 
countervailing duties, as to merchandise, further 
than to goods the growth, produce or manufacture 
of the cities of Hamburg and Bremen, respectively; 
whereas, by the act, of the 20th of April, 1818, all 
the provisions and limitations of which are made ap- 
plicable to the vessels of Hamburg and Bremen, by 
the act passed at the last session of congress, the 
acts and parts of acts imposing discriminating, or 
countervailing duties, are repealed, not only as re- 
spects merchandise, the produce or manufacture of 
those cities, respectively; but also as respects “such 
produce and manufactures, as can only be, or most 
usually are, first shipped from them in their respec. 
tive vessels.” 

You will, therefore, be pleased to discontinue ex- 
acting discriminating or countervailing duties on the 
goods last alluded to, when imported in the vessels 
of Hamburg and Bremen, and refund such as have 
been collected on such goods, since the 12th May, 
1815, as regards the vessels of the city of Bremen, 
and the 13th of November, 1815, as regards the ves- 
sels of the city of Hamburg, being the days, respec: 
tively, on which the reciprocal measures adopted by 
those cities, commenced operating. 

With respect to the equalization of tonnage du- 
ties on Prussian vessels, and on the merchandise im- 
ported in them, I have to observe, that the act of 
the 20th of April, 1818, concerning discriminating 
duties, and the act of the 3d of March, 1819, in addi- 
tion to the same, can be applied only prospeetively, it 
being understood that the benefits authorised to be 
extended to those vessels by the acts mentioned, are 
yet to be reciprocated on the part of the Prussian 
government, agreeably to promise made to that 
effect. : 

When information shall be received that the reci- 
procal measures have been adopted by that govern- 
ment, you will be advised thereof. 

In the mean time you are to charge alien duties on 
Prussian vessels and their cargoes. 

By the fifth mentioned act the rates of the allow- 
ances hereafter to be granted to vessels qualified, 
agreeably to law, for carrying on the bank, and other 
Codfisheries, are changed; but the forms and regula- 
tions prescribed, by pre-existing laws, to obtain 
such allowances, are still to be observed, with the 
exception that vessels above thirty tons, in a certain 
event, specified in the act, wiil now be entitled toa 
bounty of three dollars and fifty cents per ton, al- 
though they may have been employed only three 
and a half months, at the least, in the preceding 
fishing season. 
| The sixth mentioned act, with a view to the more 

convenient regulation of the coasting trade, divice® 
the sea coast and the navigable rivers of the Unite¢ 
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States, inte two great districts, and directs with te 































































a ll 


call 


— 





NILES’ REGISTER—MAY 15, 1819--TREASURY CIRCULAR. 201 








<> 

spect to licensed vessels of twenty tons or upwards, 
that, from and after the 30th of June next, such ves- 
sels may trade between the districts included within 
the two great districts, respectively; and between 
a state in one, and an adjoining state in another 
great district, in manner, and subject only to the 
regulations that are now required to be observed by 
such vessels, in trading from one district to another, 
in the same state, or from a district in one state, toa 
district in the next adjoining state; and that when 
trading from one to another great district, other than 
between a state in one, and an adjoining state in 
another great district, such vessels are to conform to 
and observe the regulations that are now required 
to be observed, in trading from a district in one 
state, to a district in any other than an adjoiing 
state. 

Lest it may be supposed that these exemptions 
from the performance of certain acts in certain 
cases, extend to all goods, 1 deem it proper to ob- 
serve, that the formalities heretofore required, on 
the transportation of goods coastwise, from one dis- 
trict to another, to be thence exported with benefit 
af drawback, must still be observed on loading and 
unloading such goods at the ports of departure and 
of arrival, respectively. 

It is also to be observed, that the act is applicable 
only to licensed coasting vessels of twenty tons or 
upwards, and net to licensed coasting vessels under 
twenty tons; nor to registered vessels, taking in 
goods in one district to be delivered in another. 

The two last descriptions of vessels are, therefore, 
still to conform to the provisions and regulations of 
the pre-existing laws; as, also, all descriptions of 
vessels trading in the districts not comprehended in 
cither of the two great districts on the sea coast and 
navigable rivers, between the castern and western 
limits of the United States. 

It will naturally suggest itselfto you, that this new 
regulation respecting coasting vessels, will increase 
their facilities for smuggling; which, however, may 
be counteracted by proper vigilance on the part of 
the officers of the customs, and by a rigid observance 
of the duties enjoined on them by the 18th section 
of the coasting act of the 18th of February, 1793. 


From a number of communications, which have 
been made to this department, by merchants and 
officers of the customs, it appears that a difference 
of opinion is entertained on a variety of points in the 
act passed on the 20th of April, providing for the 
deposite of wines and distilled spirits, in public ware 
houses, and for other purposes. 

In order, therefore, to establish an uniformity of 
practice under that law, the present occasion is em- 
braced to state the views of this department, on the 
several points on which doubts exist. 

According to the terins of the act, wines or distil- 
led spirits, to be entitled to drawback, must be de- 
posited in such public, or other storehouses, as may 
be agreed upon between the importer and surveyor, 
&c. and on making the deposite, a bond is to be 
Siven without surety, for double the amount of duties 
on the wines, or distilled spirits, with condition for 
the payment of said duties, whether on wines or on 
distilled spirits, in twelve calendar months, from the 
date of such bond. 

_ To obtain a permit for the removal of wines, or 
distilled spirits, it is required that the importer or 
his assignee, shall previously give bond, with one 
or more surety or sureties, to the satisfaction of the 
collector, in double the amount of the duties upon 
the wines or spirits, in each case to be delivered, 
with condition for the payment of the duties, at the 


permit, as would have been allowed on bonds forthe 

same articles if they had not been deposited under 

the provisions of that act: “Provided, Vhat the time 

to be aliowed for the payment of the duties upon 

any Wines or spirits so delivered, or for any part of 
such duties, shall not be such as to extend the credit 

beyond the term of twelve calendar months, origi- 

nally allowed, upon depositing such wines and 
spirits.” 

It has been contended by some importers that, ac: 
cording tothe preceding regulations they are entit- 
led to the credits specified in the 6th section of the 
act, from the date of the permit, granted for the remoyal 
of tlre wines or distilled spirits. | 

To exemplify the construction thus contended for, 
it will be supposed, that distilled spirits imported 
fromany other place than Europe and foreign places, 
or islands, situated on the eastern shores of Americe, 
north of the equator, or in its adjacent seas, bays and 
gults, are deposited in the public stores on the Ist of 
January, 1820, and a permit for their removal is ol - 
tained on the Ist of April following. By the con- 
struction in question, the bonds to be given, would 
be payable on the Ist of December, 1820, and Ist of 
February, and Ist of October, 1821: whereas the ori- 
ginal bond given at the time of the deposite of the 
spirits, would have been payable on the 1st of Ja- 
nuary 1821, consequently, the credit, for a part of 
the duties, would, by such construction, be extended 
beyond the term of twelve cciendar months, originally 
allowed. 

It is difficult to reconcile the inconsistency which 
seems to exist between that part of the 2d section, 
which says that bonds are to be given with sureties, 
at the same c: edits, to be computed from the date of the 
pernit, as would have been allowed on bonds for the 
same articles if they had not been deposited under thé 
provisions of the aci; andthe restrictive clause in the 
provisio immediately following, which has been 
already quoted, 

But taking that provisio in connection with other 
parts of the act, and particularly the 3d section therc- 
of, in these words, “that if the duties on any wines 
or spirits, deposited under the provisions of the act 
shall not have been paid, or secured to be paid, in 
the manner described im the foregoing section, 
within the term of twelve calendar months, from 
the time of their importation, it shall be the duty of 
the coljector to cause so much of the wines or spi- 
rits, as may be necessary, to be sold, &c. retaining 
the sum necessary for the payment of the duties 
which have not been secured or paid,” the infer- 
ence appears to me to be irresistable, that it Was the 
intention of the legislature that, in no case of a de- 
posite of wines or distilled spirits, should the terms 
of credit for thé duties, or any part of the duties 
thereon, be extended beyond twelve calendar 
months, originally allowed; and such has been the 
construction which has heretofore been given to the 
law by this department. 


It results that bonds given with surety can be 
made payable from the date of the permit only, in the 
case of wines or other distilled spirits imported 
from any foreign places or islands, situated on the 
eastern shores of America, north of the equator, &c. 
and application for their removal be made at any 
time within three months after their having been 
deposited—because in such case the bonds, with 
surety, May be made payable at 6 and 9 months, 
from the date of the permit, without extending the 
term of credit for any part of the duties, bevond 
the twelve calendar mouths, originally allowed. 

But if, on such i:nportations, application for a 
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from the time of the deposite of the wines or distil- 
Jed spirits shall have elapsed, the bonds cannot run 
the usual time of six and nine months from the date 
of the permit, asinsuch case, such time would ex- 
tend the terms of credit, on a part of the duties, 
beyond the twelve calendar months originally al- 
lowed. . 

In all cases of the importations of wines, or dis- 
tilled spirits, from any other port or place, than a 
foreign place, or island situated on the eastern 
shores of America, north of the equator, &c. anda 
deposite takes place, if any time elapse after such 
deposite before the application for the permit for a 
removal be made, one and sometimes more than 
one, of the bonds cannot run the usual time, as by 
such course the terms of credit for a part of the du- 
ties would also be extended beyond the twelve ca- 
lendar months originally allowed. 

Under those circumstances I can only recom- 
mend thatthe most favorable arrangement be made 
with the importers, which the nature of each case 
will admit of, keeping in view the general princi- 
ple that, in no instance are the terms of credit for 
any part of the duties on wines or distilled spirits, 
deposited, to be extended beyond the twelve ca- 
jendar months originally allowed. 

It will not escape notice that, the effect of this 
construction, will be to restrict the terms of credit 
on the last instalment of the duties on distilled spi- 
rits deposited, which may be .imported from any 
other place than Europe, and the foreign places or 
jslands, situated on the eastern shore of America, 
north of the equator, &c. to twelve months—where- 
as, if no depositefhad taken place, the terms of credit 
on such instalment, would, according to the 6th 
section of the act, have been eighteen months, 

With a full knowledge of that effect, it is not 
perceived that, from the whole context of the law, 
which forcibly manifests the intention of the legis- 
lature to have been, to make such restriction, that 
any other construction than that adopted by this 
department can be supported. 

Some doubts have been expressed, as to the 
terms of credit, to which goods imported from the 
West Indies are now entitled: I take occasion to 
observe, that the WesfIndies are considered as be- 
ing comprehended in the foreign places, or islands, 
situated on the eastern shore of America, north of 
the equator, and in its adjacent seas, bays, and 
gulfs; and therefore goods imported from the West 
Indies, are entitled to a credit of six and nine 
months, with the exception of salt. 

The terms of credit on salt, are fixed at 9 months, 
by the act of the 29th July, 1815, without regard 
to the place of importation. 

It will be perceived, that the 6th section of the 
act providing for the deposite of wines, &c. makes 
no provision for the terms of credit to be allowed 
on goods imported from Europe. ‘The regulations 
in the sixty second section of the collection law of 
1799, in relation to the terms of credit on goods 
thus imported, are therefore still to govern: as well 
as with respect to the terms of credit to be allow- 
ed on wines and teas, imported from any other 
place than foreign places, or islands situated on the 
eastern shores of America, north of the equator, &c. 

It may be proper here to remark, that no part of 
the act providing for the deposite of wines, &c. be- 
ing considered applicable to the districts on the 
northern and northwestern boundaries of the U. S. 
the preceding observations, respecting that act, are 
not to be understood as being intended for the col- 
lectors of those districts, who are to be governed 
by the provision in the sixty second section of the 


ee, 


collection law of 1799, in fixing the terms of credit 
for the duties on all goods imported into their dis. 
tricts, with the exception of salt, the terms of cre. 
dit to be allowed on which article has already been 
stated. 

It has also been made a question, whether, in 
case of the importation of goods purchased for a 
commercial house in the United States, ny a partner 
residing abroad, the invoices are required to be ve. 
rified, by such partner under the 8th section of the 
act; which has been decided in the affirmative, as 
will be seen from the enclosed circular letter of 
the secretary of the treasury, to the consuls of the 
United States in foreign countries. 

Once admit the principle, that the residence jn 
the United States of one or more of the partners of 
a commercial house, will exempt the partners resi. 
ding abroad, from acompliance with the regulations 
prescribed in the 8th section of the act, and you 
place in their hands the means of defeating, in a 
great measure, the object and policy of the law. 

It has been supposed by some, that in case there 
be no American consul at the port of shipment, the 
verification might be made before a notary public, 
or other officer duly authorised to administer oaths; 
but the proviso in the 8th section will not admit of 
such a construction. It says “that if there be no 
consul of the United States in the country from 
whence the shipment of the goods, wares, or mer- 
}chandize is made, &c.” 

According to the terms of the proviso, although 
there be no American consul at the port of shipment, 
yet ifthere be such a consul in the ceuntry in which 
that port is situated, the invoices must be verified 
before him. 

The sense in which the word country, as used in 
the law, is to be understood, is, that England is 
one country—Ireland another, and Scotland, &c. ano- 
ther. 

It having been intimated to tue treasury that, by 
the laws of England, the consuls of the United 
States, resident therein, could not administer oaths, 
the secretary of the treasury, in the circular com- 
munication already alluded to, has made the fol- 
lowing regulation: 

“In all cases where, bythe municipal laws of the 
country in which they exercise their functions, they 
are restrained from administering oaths, the verifi- 
cation required by the 8th section of the act may be 
made inthe presence of the resident consul, before 
any magistrate duly authorised to administer oaths; 
and such conswl shall certify not only the official 
character of the officer, and that the oath was ad- 
ministered in his presence, but the person to whom 
it was administered, is of respectable character, and 
who, according to the provisions of the said act, 
ought to verify the said invoices.” 

Different opinions have also been entertained as 
to the correct construction of the thirteenth section 
of that act. 

When goods liable to an ad valorem duty, are 
imported into the United States, the invoices of 
which are required to be verified as before men- 
tioned, but are not verified, or are verified, but not 
in conformity with law, all the packages are to be 
opened, and every article is to be appraised in the 
manner pointed out in the ninth section of the act. 
The doubts expressed have been, whether, although 
the appraised value may not be greater than the i- 
voice value; or if greater, but may not exceed it by 
twenty-five per centum, the addition of 50 per cent. 
mentioned in the eleventh section, is to be madeto 
the appraised value. 
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reared, that the owners of the goods were led into 
an error by 2 misconstruction of the law by a con- 
sul of the U. States, it was considered reasonable not 
to exact the penalty of fifty per centum: but in all 
| cases in Which an omission takes place in the verifi- 

cation of invoices required to be verified, and the 
omission be ascribable to the owner of the ‘goods, 
you are to add fifty per gentum to the appraised va- 
jue, the thirteenth section saying that goods admit- 
ted to entry for want of the verification required by 
the 8th section, “shall be subject to the same ap- 

raisement and to the same addition to the apprais- 
ed value as are prescribed by the eleventh section, 
&c.” the construction given to which by the secre- 
tary of the treasury is, thai the failure to produce in- 
yoices duly verified should, in contemplation of law, 
he considered equivalent to the act of fraudulently 
invoicing merchandise at twenty-five percentum 
below its real value. 

By the existing laws, ‘copper rods, bolts, spikes or 
nails, are liable to a duty of four cents per pound; 
and copper in pigs, bars or plates, suited to the 
sheathing of ships, isexempted from duty. 

What are sometimes termed round copper bars, 
andare generally used for the fastening of a vessel, 
are considered as coming under the classification of 
«copper rods, bolts, &c.”? and therefore, liable to a 
duty of four cents per pound. 

There is some ambiguity in that part of the act of 
the 27th of April, 1816, exempting from duty, “cop- 

er and brass, in pigs, bars or plates, suited to the 
sheathing of ships.” 

The only rational construction which can be giv- 
en to the words ‘suited to the sheathing of ships,” 
js, thatthey relate exclusively to copper in plates, 
orin other words, sheets. 

According to this view of the subject, copper in 
plates, suited to the sheathing of ships, (what should 
be so considered, was defined ina circular from this 
department of the 23d of January, 1818,) and cop- 
per and brass, in pigs or bars only, are to be ex- 
empted from duty, independent of old copper and 
brass, fit only to be re-manufactured. 

Itisunderstood that but few importations are made 
of copper or brass, in pigs or bars. 

The form in which these metals come in their 
crude state from the furnace, is called “pigs.” 

By the bars here meant, is to be understood, a so- 
lid mass of copper or brass, somewhat more refined 
than in the state of pigs, and hammered out in an 
oblong, .or other form, and not fit for use, until ma- 
nufactured into some other shape or form. 

Articles manufactured from copper, or of which 
copper is the meterial of chief value, are subject to 
anad valorem duty of twenty-five per centum, by 
the act of the 20th of April, 1818. 

All other descriptions of copper, except those al- 
ready particularly mentioned, are to be considered 
4s 4 non-enumerated article, and liable to an ad valo- 
rem duty of fifteen percent. 

I will instance afew of the descriptions of copper 
which are to be considered in the light of a non- 
enumerated article. 

1. Copper bottoms, cut round, and copper bot- 

toms raised at the edge. 

2. Copper in plates or sheets, weighing more than 

thirty-four ounces per square foot, commonly 
called braziers copper. 








It has been intimated to the treasury that large 
contracts have been made in Sweden, by citizens of 
the U. States, for parts of anchors; with a view it is 
Supposed, of evading the payment of the specific 
duty of two cents per pound imposed on anchors, 


by the act of the 20th of April, 1818. 


——— 


It is stated that the stemsare made in one or two 

parts, according to the size of the anchors for which 
they are intended; that the flues form another part: 
that the palms are made into separate parts; and that 
the several parts are made to fit exactly, that after 
their impoftation, they require nothing more than 
the mere process ef welding, to form them into 
complete anchors. 
_ The object and policy of the legislature, in lay- 
ing’ a specific duty of two cents per pound on an. 
chors, were no doubt, to encourage our own manu- 
factures of this article. 

It istherefore, considered not only equitable, but 
consistent with the spirit and intention of the law,: 
that parts of anchors should pay the same rate of 
duty as anchors. 

By law, a duty of one dollar and fifty cents, per 
pair, is laid on boots. A question has been made. 
whether laced boots orbootees should pay the same 
rate of duty as boots, which has been decided in the 
negative; it being considered equitable that laced 
boots or bootees should pay duty only in proportion 
to their comparative value with boots; and, upon that 
principle, it has been adjudged that they should be 
charged with an ad valorem duty of thirty per cent. 
as manufactures of leather. 

The present tariff, excepts worsted and stuff 
goods, from the payments of the rate of duty impos- 
ed on other woolen goods, or of which wool is the 
material of chief value, and not being’ otherwise 
provided for, are considered a non-enumerated ar- 
ticle, and liable to anad valorem duty of fifteen per 
cent. 

It has been contended by some importers, that 
toilenetts and valentias, come within the difinition 
of worsted and stuff goods, which construction, how - 
ever; has not been acceded toby the treasury. 

The worsted and stuff. goods, contemplated by 
law, as an exception to woolen manufactures of all 
description, are such as are called. bombazetts, cam- 
lets, calimancoes, ratinetts, wildbores, shalloons, 
moreens, and the like, all of which are composed 
entirely of wool. 

Both, valentias and toilenetts, are composed of 
cotton and wool, and in some there is 2 smail mix- 
ture ofsilk; consequently they do not come within 
the meaning of worsted and stuff goods, contem- 
plated by law, but are, strictly speaking, woolen 
manufactures, and liable to an ad valorem duty of 
twenty five per cent; their material of chief value 
being wool. 

It may be well here to apprise you, that the Ji- 
mitation, in the fourth paragraph, of the first sec- 
tion of the act of the 27th April, 1816, as to the 
time whenthe duty of twenty five per cent. ad va- 
lorem, should cease to be chargeable on woolen 
goods, having been extended, by an act passed on 
the 20th April, 1818, to the S0th June, 1826, an ad 
valorem duty of twenty-five per cent. will be de- 
mandable on woolen manufactures of all deserip- 
tions, or of which wool is the material of chief va. 
lue, excepting blankets, woolen rugs, and worsted 
and stuff goods, until the said 50th day of June, 1826. 

A question has also been made as to the duty 
properly chargeabic on sad irons. 

From the circumstance of the handles being made 
of wrought iron, and being affixed to them after 
having been cast; and the bottoms and sides being 
made smooth by grinding after that operation, it 
has been decicled, that sad irons should be consider- 
ed in the light of manufactures of iron, and pay du- 
ty accordingly. 

On an importation of some visiting cards a ques: 
tion was made whether they should pay duty as a 
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non-enumerated article; or whether they should be 
considered as coming under the classification of pa- 
per of every description. 

Being composed entirely of what may properly 
be denominated consolidated paper, it has been de- 
cided, that visiting cards are embraced by the clas- 
sification of paper of every description, and are, 
therefore, liable to an ad valorem duty of thirty per 
cent. 

Considerable difficulties have occurred in settling 
the principles upon which discounts should be al- 
lowed in the computation of duties. 

{t is the practice in some foreign countries, but 
particularly in England, to make out the invoices in 
certain fixed, or standard nominal prices, and then 
to make discounts of different kinds from those pri- 
ces, regulated by the general state of the market, 
and theselling prices at the time. 

From the positive language used in the twenty 
first section of the act of the 20th of April, 1815, 
supplementary to the collection law of 1799, it is 
the opinion of the treasury, that discounts: of the 
character alluded to, cannot be allowed in the com- 
putation of duties. 

Itis only discounts, which the importer shall ex- 
pressly state on oath or affirmation, were actually 
and bona fide allowed to the owner or owners of 
the goods in payment made for the same, before 
their shipment, that can, according tothe terms of 
that section, be admitted. 

It becomes necessary, therefore, that the practice 
of introducing those standard nominal prices should 
be discontinued, and that the invoices should exhi- 
bit the true value, without any discount, exceptsuch 
as may be actually and bona fide allowed in payment 
made for the goods. 

To effect this desirable object, the secretary of 
the treasury, in the accompanying circular, has re- 
quested our consuls to use their endeavors to have 
the course contemplated adopted; and has also re- 
quested them to cause the discounts to be made on 
each invoice, and not upon summary or recapitula- 
tory statements, as has sometimes been practised, 
and which has always been discountenanced by the 
treasury. 

Before closing this communication I deem it pro- 
per to advert to another subject connected with the 
invoice. According to the collection law of 1799, 
invoices were to exhibit the actual and real cost of 
the goods; but by the supplementary act of 20th 
April, 1818, they are to exhibit the true value of the 
goods, in the actual state of manufacture, at the 
place from which the same were imported. 

The difference here alluded to, will be obvious 
from a comparison of the provisions oft the former 
with the provisions of the latter law; nor can the 
object and policy of the legislature, in making‘ the 
alteration, be misconceived. 

Under the old collection law, many impositions, 
itis apprehended, were practised on the revenue, 
by false invoices, predicated on fictitious sales, &c. 
which impositions were the more readily carried 
into execution, from the circumstance that the in-' 
voices were to exhibit the costs, and not the value, 
of the goods. 

By a proper attention in ascertaining the state of 
foreign markets, andthe general prices given to ar- 
ticles, their true value can always be determined, 
and by that means complete check willbe afforded 
by the supplementary collection law, in detecting 

fraudulent invoices. 

It is not the interest of the revenue alone which 
willbe subserved, by a careful and vigilant execu- 
tion of the duties of your office, in this respect.—| 





The interests of the honest trader will thereby }, 


protected, which of itself, makes the subject of grea 
importance, and will, I feel satisfied, continue to 
claim that attention from you which it deserves 
Respectfully, JOS. ANDERSON. * 
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Naval Salutes. 


From the New York Gazette of May 6. 
Translated from the Ministerial Gazette of Chili, of 
the 25d of January, 1819. 

The U. S. frigate Ontario, capt. Biddle, haying 
left Valparaiso suddenly onthe 31st. ultimo, which, 








‘having excited various rumors, we now publish, for 


the satisfaction of all, the literal correspondence 

between the vice admiral of the naval forces of Chj. 

li (lord Cochrane) and capt. Biddle. 

No. 1—Copy ofa letter from lord Cochrane to capt, 

Biddle, dated Valparaiso, Dec. 27, 1818. 

Str—I have been much flattered with the yist 
with which you have honored me, and which I cop. 
sider as an honor done me, in consequence of the 
station I hold as commander in chief of the naval 
forces of the government of Chili. I cannot forget 
the respect due to you, and will call to see you the 
first opportunity. 

‘The fulfilling my duty to the government I have 
the honor to serve, is superior to all personal cons. 
derations, and I therefore beg permission to remind 
you, that from the length of time you have been in 
public service, you cannot have been left ignorant 
of the fact, that when vessels of war of a foreign 
nation enter friendly ports, it has always been the 
custom to give a public salute to that flag. I know 
of but one exception, which was, when the Amer- 
can frigate Essex arrived at Gibraltar in the year 
1802, which vessel omitted to salute the flag of lord 
Keith, who was then the English admiral on conm- 
mand at that station. The latter was of opinion, tha 
it was the duty, of the commander of the Essex ‘o 
fire the customary salute, or if he refused, he should 
leave the port immediately. Instéad of saluting, 
the Fssex left the port; but, on the arrival of com. 
Truxtun, he not only saluted the vessel which bere 
the admiral’s flag, but, by the order of the same 
commodore, the Essex Icft Algeziras for Gibraltar, 
and was ordered to fulfil the compliment, not only 
for his former omission, but for his anterior return. 

Formy part, Ihave no personal sentiments on this 
subject; but allow me to assure you of my profound 
respect for your government and your person. | 
have the honor, &c. 

No. 2—Capt. Biddle to lord Cochrane, dated 
board the Ontario, before Valparaiso, Dec. 2° 
1818. 

Sir—In answer to your letter of yesterday, I have 
the honor to state, that the visit which I made to 
your lordship on my arrival, was in the capacity of 
an officer of the U.S. navy, and as a mark of my re- 
spect forthe commanding officer of the naval for- 
ces of the Chilian government. 

I know well that when a vessel of war arrives ! 
aforeign port, itis customary to firea public salute, 
and my knowledge of this circumstance was whatin- 
duced me, when I entered this port in January, ' 
give formal advice of my arrival to the governc?, 
and notify him, that I would fire the customary S* 
lute, if it would be answered with an equal number 
ofguns. My offer to salute was not accepted, ans 
consequently, your lordship will see with how 
much propriety I excuse myself from now doing ite 
I have the honor to be, &e. 


Se Weis | 
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No. 3—From lotd Cochrane to capt. Biddle, dated, 
Valparaiso, Dec. 28, 1818. 

Sim—I have received the letter with which you 
favored me in answer to mine of yesterday, and beg 
yermission to observe, that being ignorant of the 
rules of the American government as respects the 
number of guns with which its commanders are au- 
thorised to fire, in answering the salutes of foreign 
vessels of war who enter their ports, if you will give 
me your word of honor that the American comman- 
ders uniformly, without considering the compara- 
tive rank or the locality, to answer with an equal 
number of guns the salutes of all foreign men of war, 
{ will give new orders that your salute shall be an- 
swered in the same way. Moreover, as in all other 
services with which I have had communications, it is 
customary that the admiral’s vessel should answer 
with two guns less the salute of the foreign vessels 
of war, Which do not bearthe insignia of a corres- 
ponding rank; my instructions, until this moment, 
have been conformably thereto. 

The alteration of the usual mode of procedure, 
in similar circumstances (as respccts the United 
States) must be regulated by the communications 
which you made me upon this subject. 

] have the honor, &c. 
No. 4—Capt. Bicdle to lord Cochrane, dated on 
board the Ontario, Dec, 28, 1818. 

S:in—T' have had the honor to receive the com- 

munications with which your lordship honored me 





this morning. The object of my former letter was 
to excuse myself entirely from making the salute, | 
and consequently it is not necessary to know whic- | 
ther the salute of the Ontario shall be answered wit! 
an equal or less number of guns. Whena govern- 
ment vessel enters a foreign port, the salute is a 
mere matter of courtesy, and entirely arbitrary—it 
is sometimes practised and at others it is omitted. 
With respect to what your lordship informs me re- 
lative tothe U. S. frigate Essex, I beg leave to in- 
form your lordship, that your statement is errone- 
ous; for com. Truxtun never commanded a squadron 





in the Mediterranean; and Iam persuaded that my 
friend captain Bainbridge, who commanded the Es- 
sex In 1802, would not have suffered himself to be 
ordered to leave the port in the manner you state. 

I have the honor, &c. 





No. 5—Lord Cachrane to captain Biddle, dated Val- 
paraiso, same date. 

Sin—The letter with which you favored me this 
morning, and in which you inform me that your vi- 
sit Was “in your capacity of officer of the U. S. navy, 
and as amark of your respect for the ofscer who 
commands the naval forces of the Chilian govern- 
ment,” you leave me to understand that in omitting 
the salute, you could have no intention of failing in 
the respect you owe the Chilian flag; the more so, 
when in the sentence which follows, you plainly con- 
less that you knew, “when a vessel of war entered 
aforeign port, it is customary to fire a salute; and 
that the knowledge of this circumstance induced 
you, when you entered this port in Jan. ultimo, to 
Sive formal advice of your arrival to the gover- 
or, and gave him notice that you would frre the 
Customary salute, if it would be answered with an 
equal number of guns.” Imagine, then, my asto- 
nishment! on receiving this evening, your written de- 
Claration in which vou state, «that the object of your 


1ttiaw - 4 ow : . a? . f i cae Zh 
letter was excuse yourself entircly from making 


the salute, 
know whet! 


the vessel uncer vour command 


cd consequently it was not necessary to} 


| Thisis a public affair; but imagine sir what were 
my personal feelings, when I find that you add, in 
the same letter, that “when a government vessel 
enters a foreign port, the salute is merely a matter 
of courtesy—it is entirely arbitrary—that it is at 
times practised, and at others omitted.” 

Conceive, sir, } repeat, what are my particular 
feelings, when I compare your last communication 
with one of your former ones, in which you state, 
that “when a vessel of wararrives ina foreign port, 
it was customary to fire a salute.” When I com- 
pare this with the offer which yon made to the go- 
vernor on yourarrival in January, to make the cus- 
tomary salute, if it would be answered with an equal 
number of guns—when I compare this with the 
knowledge I have (and which is incontrovertible) 
that in no part of a civilized nation, the power which 
is saluted, never answers with an equal number of 
guns. 

As respects the affair at Gibraltar, which I men- 
tioned in my letter, I have not erred in fact, altho” 
I may, perhaps, have been mistaken as to particulars 
of no importance. : 

I plainly perceive the very unfavorable predica- 
mentin which you are placed; and you eannot feel 
it more sensibly than I do. But th's will deprive 
me of doing that, which, before the receipt of your 
last letter would have given me great satisfaction, 
and that is, of returning your visit, which I cannot. 
now do consistently with my feelings, until an ex- 
planation conciliates the apparent contradictions 
which exist in your public letters. Yours, ‘&e, 





| No. 6—Lord Cochrane to captain Biddle, dated De- 


cember 30. 

In consequence of the respect and consideration 
which, in your first letter, you manifested for the 
Chilian government, and the amicable intercourse 
which subsists, and which I hope will long continue 
between the United States and this country, I haye 
to request of you, in the event of your intention 
soon to leave the port, to be pleased to postpone 
your departure until after the sailing of the squadron, 


| Which ison the point of going toséea. Yours, &c. 


Capt. Biddle to lord Cochrane, dated December 30. 
In answer to your lordship’s letter, I have the ho- 
nor to inform you, that although Iam anxious to pnt 
to sea without delay, and notwithstanding I had it in 
contemplation to sail this morning; yet, as I am de- 
sirous to accede tu whatever may be agreeable to 
the Chilian government as far as it is in my power, I 
have determined to remain in port during this day; 
but it will be my indispensable duty to sail to-mor- 
row, and [hope that the delay of this day will be 
sufficient to accomplish the views of the Chilian go- 
vernment; and,to speak the truth, as my object is 
to double Cape Horn, it seems to me that my depar- 
tre cannot be in any way prejudicial to the views 
of the squadron. _Thavethe honor, &c. 
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Foreign Articles. 
ONFAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

London papers of April 3. 
Stocks—April 3. Three per cent. cons. 743, 
The agricultural report for March, states the pros- 

ect of very abundant crops. 
Much anxiety exists about the bank report. It was 
expected to be presented soon. 
'o a question asked in the house of commo7s,how 
far the hiring of transports *n England to carry Spa- 
nish troops, was sanctioned by government? lord 





Should be aj 
of guns.” 


‘swered with an equal or a less munrber 


Castlereagh replied, that the parties engaged in it 
acted on tlreir discretion, and at their own peril: 
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The seizure of gen. Gourgand in London, by or- 
der of lard Sidmouth, has been intreduced before 
parliament. By his statement of facts, he was used 
most shamefully—but, audi alteram. 

A wife of a man, whose wages is 10s. per week, 
has lately had four children at a birth. 

_A couple of fellows, countenanced and aided by 
many distinguished noblemen and gentlemen! lately 
met and boxed each other almost to death, for the 
gratification of the Anstrian archduke, Maximilian, 


_ now in England. 


We sce two cases of crim. con. mentioned in one 
paper, in which the damages were each laid at 
20,0007. The parties were in high life—one of the 
ladies, the sister of a lord and sister of the famous 
Cockburn’s wife. But though the jury in beth cases 
were convinced ef the facts charged, they only found 
damages, in one case, for 1000/. and in the other for 
1500/. 

The London Courier, of the first ult. acknowledges 
the receipt of New-York papers to the 10th March, 
containing the report of our senate on the conduct 
of general Jackson. On this document, the Courier 
observes— 

“These papers contain the report of the senate 
upon the conduct of gen. Jackson, and the Seminole 
war. We will do it the justice to say, that it is 
drawn with great perspicuity, and, which cannot of- 
ten be said of American writing, with considerable 
elegance of style. It condems, as our readers already 
know, the conduct of general Jackson with respect 
both to engaging inthe waratall,and the savage con- 
demnation of Arbuthnot and Ambrister. So did the 
committee of the house of representatives, though 
the house itself afterwards decided, by a majority, 
not to confirm the opinion of that committee. At 
least, therefore, these recorded sentiments of his 
countrymen will remain—while in Europe only one 
feeling, a feeling of execration, exists upon the sub- 
ject.” [Take the beam out of thine own eye. } 

Newfoundland fisheries—For a considerable length 
of time, persons interested in the Newfoundland 
fishery, have sent in memorials to government, com- 
plaining of the unfavorable state of their trade, and 
pointing out the impolicy of allowing citizens of the 
United States any further privileges on this subject, 
which, it is stated, would totally ruin the Newfound- 
land fishery. To these representations, ministers, it 
is said, replied, that if, in the commercial treaty 
which was then about to be arranged with America, 
such privilege should be granted, government, by 
way of bounty, would allow Ss. per quintal on all 
fish cured at Newfoundland, which would produce 
about 250,000/. a year. The treaty having been con- 
cluded, a deputation waited on the chancellor of 
the exchequer, who, in conformity with what was 
before promised, agreed to allow the sum above, 
mentioned. Courier. 

Constitutional question’—The Courier, of April 1, 
says—A question of considerable importance occu- 

pied the attention of the house of commons yester- 
day. It was whether the summons of that house to a 
soldier, supersedes the authority of his officers over 
him. The declared opinion of the house was in the 
affirmative. This involves so delicate a principle of 
constitutional power, that we will not approach it 
with any hasty or superficial enquiry. It may, per- 
haps, be said that the authority thus asserted by the 
house, would, if pushed to its extreme, embrace the 
command of the army; but, on the other hand, it may 
also be urged, that if an officer had the right to re- 
fuse permission to a soldier to attend, then the le- 
gislature woyld be subservient to the military autho- 
rity.. The attendance of a seldier when summoned 





——= 


might be secured by making his officer respon, 
ble, as well as himself. This, perhaps, would }, 
preferable to releasing the former from the auto. 
rity of his commander.” 
New Parliament.—The following has been pu}, 
lished as an exact state of the present parliament: 
Ministerialists - - - 398 
Opposition - - - - 247 
Doubtful - - - - 12 
657 
FRANCE, 
Stocks, March 30—5 per cents, 65f. 95c. 
The king, seated on his throne, and surrounds, 
by his great folks, received the Persian ambassado, 
in very pompous stile, onthe 30th March. 


Paris, March 28.—M. Veillon has submitted 4, 
the government, a plan for a new organization of 
telegraphs, by means of which 5000 despatches pe 
day*may be transmitted to 500 correspondents jy 
different parts of France, and the answers received 


NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. 

In an account of Bonaparte, published in Sept. las, 
in the London Courier, and said by that paper tobe 
“widely circulated at Paris,” we notice as most im. 
portant, the concluding paragraph. “Itis confident. 
lv affirmed that Lucien Bonaparte has in his posses. 
sion, THE LIFE OF NAPOLEON, wRitTEN BY HIMsELr, 
and that not more than two or three persons have 
copies of the original manuscript. lt is added, 
“that Lucien often receives intelligence from his 
Ybrother, but the channel of this correspondence is: 
profound secret.” Dem. Press. 





SPAIN. 

Spanish agents have purchased in the French 
ports, particularly at Bordeaux, a light squadron, 
consisting of twocorvettes, two brigs, and four goel- 
ettes, which it is said are to form a part of the expe- 
dition to Buenos Ayres. 


Our readers will recollect that an entire Spanisi 
squadron, consisting of the fine frigate Maria Isabel- 
la and several transports, with 2000 troops, from 
Cadiz for Lima, fell entirely into the handsof the 
patriots of Buenos Ayres and Chili, except one ves- 
sel, we believe, which was probably lost at sea. 
The certainty of this has reached Spain, and excited 
there a degree of alarm or terror rarely equalled— 
and of the most laughable character. Great care 
was taken to get over the “panic” before the unfor- 
tunate news was aliowed to reach the ears of the 
king—and there was a mighty fuss about getting 
ready some 74’s toconvoy another body of troops 
&e. &c. &c. It is hardly probable that any other 
expedition against South America will ever leave 
most miserable,and justly miserable, Spain. If ay 
does sail for the Pacific, it will only augment the 
strength of the patriots; and all the men that she 
can send to Buenog Ayres would not effect any thing. 
Indeed, it is believed Ferdinand’s ministers are 5° 
frightened at the news above stated, as to have ¢n- 
tirely abandoned the project they have sé much 
talked about against that country—which, howeve!s 
we always regarded as nothing. But the king— 
aye, king Ferdinand, is to go to Cadiz, to inspect 
the troops, and see that theyare provided with every 
thing needful to put down the “rebels!” ‘ 

A convulsion has long beenlookedin Spain. W° 
trust, that the reign of Ferdinand and his abomin 
ble priests is nearly atanend. Away with the ur 
grateful and perfidious! 

‘It isreported that W. D. Robinson, esq. captured 
with a patriot party in Mexico, and sent to Cadi% 
has been released upon his parole of honor. 



































































Pons; 
id. be 
LUutho, 


L pub. 
lent; 


Ndeq 
Sacop 


d to 
mM of 
S per 
ts in 
ved, 


last, 
Obe 
IM. 
ent. 
SES 
ELF, 
lave 
led, 
his 


iS a 


neh 
On, 
Ve]. 


isit 
el. 


ld 
ny 











and peremptorily ordered their regular officers to 


NILES’ REGISTER---MAY 15, 


207, 


1819---FOREIGN ARTICLES. 





~ ae 


—— 





err 
rem 
| 
| 


- 


GERMANY, 

Prussia and Hesse Cassel appear to have some. 
very serious dispute, and as before noticed, have: 
respectively recalled their ministers. 

EAST INDIES. | 

The British at Singhur are very much elated at. 
the discovery of a golden god, which the natives had f 
concealed previous to the reduction of the fort—its, 
value is very great, a sum equal to 7000/ sterling had. 
been offered for it. The seizure of an image in some ; 
cases is called “sacrilege.” 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

We have various details from Venezuela. They 
mention severai affairs with the royalists, in which 
the patriots were successful, and present the hap- 
piest prospects of their complete triumph in the 
present campaign. Morillo, hardly pressed, has 
declared martial law, which is considered as his last 
resort. Various expeditions of the patriots are 
spoken of—two frigates, with troops, are said to 
have arrived from England, and ten other vessels, 
and aship of the line, were expected, with 4000 
troops in all! Arms and munitions of war are abun- 
dant, and men do not seem to be wanting. ‘The 
privateers are very successful, and the Danes, at st. 
Thomas’s, :- limit them, and allow of a sale of their 
prizes. 

There have not been any late conflicts with Ar- 
tirashe retains his possessions on the north «de 
of the La Plata. A letter from Buenos Ayres of the 
28th Feb. giving an account of the late conspiracy 
of the Spanish prisoners at San Luis, &c. says—‘*Se- 
ven of these assassins headed by a general officer, 
attacked the governor of that town, by whom they 
had been treated as brothers, in his own house; but 
he, no wise daunted by their superior numbers, 
alone forced them to retreat, after killing one with 
his own hands (a Spanish colonel). ‘Twenty-seven 
of the conspirators were immediately tried and shot 
—the following is a list, viz: 1 brigadier general; 3 
colonels, 2 lieutenant colonels, 6 captains, 1 brevet 
captain, 5 first lieutenants, 7 sub-lieutenants, and 2 
commissaries. Here every thing is quiet, and little 
fear entertained of the Spanish expedition—and to 
quote the words of a Buenos Ayres patriot, “what 
few of them may be spared by pestilence and fa- 
mine onthe seas, will meet the fate of their coun- 
trymen who visited us before.” The people here 
think it very hard that the United States does not 
acknowledge their independence, which they had 
calculated upon as certain—-they ask, what North 
America would have done during the revolution, if 
the powers of Europe had remained unconcerned 
spectators, without proffers of assistance or wishes 
ofsuccess, by acknowledging them as a nation!” 

We learn that the government of Buenos Ayres | 
is indignant at piracies committed under their flag, 


seize upon any vessel sailing under it, whose com- 
mission is not genuine, or if more than twelve 
months old. 

Three of the principal caciques of the Pampas 
indians came to Buenos Ayres about the first of 
March, to inform the supreme director that they 
had made a prisoner of a cacique named Corripil, 
and would put him to death as a enemy of liberty—; 
but the director advised that, after a suitable ad- 
Monition, he should be dismissed, hoping tha the: 
Magnanimous act would secure his friendship. The 
“well know cacique Quintana,” promised the di- 
rector 1000 men and 3000 horses, if the Spanish ex- 
pedition should arrive. 

Legislature of Rio de la Plata—from the Buenos 
Ayres Gazette of Feb. 25. This day the sovereign 
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congress opened their sessions, and the supreme di- 
rector, brigadier general don Juan Martin de Puer- 
re ydon, delivered the following address: 

“Most sovereigu sir* —It is with real pleasure that 
I this day, fulfil my duty, felicitating your sovereign- 
ty on the opening of your se$sions. The friends of 
the country expect from them that the vacillation 
on which the state fluctuates may have a speedy ter- 
mination; and its enemies dread to see the day in 
which the order and the empire of the laws are for- 
ever consolidated: they therefore make use of those 
arts and exertions which despair inspires them with, 
in order to prevent its ever appearing to us, or at 
least to protract. 

The different means to which they resort to des- 
troy our peace and liberty, are public and well 
known to your sovereignty. Seduction, deceit, 
falsehood, conspiracies against the lives of the first 
authorities, libels to tarnish their fame, and tlie most 
vile pasquinades, are the weapons they daily em- 
ploy to destroy that harmony in which the united 
provinces repose. 

It is afflicting to the least sensible heart to have 
recourse to proscriptionsand exiles, as often as the 
crimes of sedition require. Nay, it is against the 
reputation of the executive to see him constantly 
armed and always punishing the turbulent. Such 
a violent state of things is irksome, perplexing and 
disheartening, both to the people and to the govern- 
ment. 

It is therefore the first and the most urgent neces- 
sity to look for a remedy that may effectually anni- 
hilate the germ of the evils that are observed. 
There is no other but the completion of the consti- 
tution, which at present engrosses all your attention, 
and the anxious expectations of the people. 

When the authority becomes firmly constituted, 
and a law is established, both forthose that command 
and those that obey, then shall that spirit of emula- 
tion, ambition, and rivalry, which so often caused 
troubles and disturbances in the state, be utterly 
destroyed. The executive will then have an un- 
erring rule, all the energy and strength necessary, 
and will be released from the many snares which 
disturb him, and engages that attention which other 
more important pusiness demands. 

Your sovereignty knows the disturbed condition 
in which lfound the country when I had the honor 
to be appointed supreme director.—Oblivion of 
former conduct, acts of beneficence, and other con. 
ciliatory measures, produced for some time the most 
salutary effects. Order revived, and its advantages 
were every where experienced. But some mazli- 
cious ungovernable minds soon become discontent- 
ed, and L was obliged to repressthem, The same 
intentions were repeated, and I was under the ne- 
cessity of having recourse to the like measures. 
The agents of disorder have not ceased to appear 
from that time; and I could not omit to persecute 
and take them away, considering it as the first duty 
of my charge. 

Such a train of sad and painful events has render- 
ed me the object of the enmity, hatred and ven- 
geance of men who, otherwise, might be-useful te 
the cause of our liberty. This likewise demands 
the most efficacious and speedy remedy. I could 
present it inthis very act by requesting my dismis- 
sal; but L do not deem it expedient or conveniént for 
the credit of the state abroad, or its direction at 
home. ‘The constitution will afford this powerful, 
natural, and pacific measure. 

Another man, without the personal compromises 
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in which I find myself, will neutralize those exalted 
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_ absent from the seat of government, we should Wait 


passions to the advantage of the common cause; {their return before we harbor an idea of the verity 
and with the book of the law in his hands, he will} of the things stated. 


check and punish the evil, (should they appear) 


Great news for speculators! The legislature of the 


without fear of his justice being mistaken for ma- | New state of Illinois, has manifested adegree of wis. 


lignity, and his rectitude, for personality. 


{dom and discretion that will long astonish the world: 


On the other hand, the Spaniards, our implacable They have authorised the establishment of a bank, 
enemies, are with their utmost efforts, preparing at! With a capital of four millions of dollars, two of which 


Cadiz, a strong expedition to subdue us. My soul 
tells me that we are invincible. However, it is ne- 
cessary to make no common preparation, and such 


!are to be subscribed for on behalf of the state, which 


| has hardly ten cents in its treasury; and the govern. 
or of the state is the president of the bank! But, 


as shall augment the glorious opinion we have ac-!as there might be some difficulty in getting people 
quired. ‘fhe measures must be commensurate to} enough in this new state to put down their names for 


the danger. : 
These provinces must now assume a most warlike 


such an amount, it has been considerately provided 
that the bank shall go into operation when /fteex 


appearance; for which purpose they ought to have | thousand dollars, or almost atwo hundred and sirty. 


at cheir head a chief more inured to the field, and 
possessed more military knowledge than I have 
beenable to acquire. I speak, sir, with that since- 
rity which the interests of our salvation demands 
from me. 

On giving us the constitytion, your sovereignty 
must likewise give to us such a person as our sI- 
tuation requires. All these objects claim the ut- 
most speed; and I entreat you to redouble your ef- 
forts and attention to these important matters. 

Finishing them, you will fulfil the desires of the 
people of these united provinces, and receive their 
gratitude, by so many titles due to you. For my part 
{ will then descend from this post of bitterness, and 
show the nation thatit is an easy thing to obey, but 
very difficult to command.” 

It appears from another paper, that the discus- 
sions on the project.of a constitution continued, and 
that congress were busily employed in the framing 
of it. 





CHRONICLE, 

The president. A Charleston paper of the Sd inst. 
speaking of the departure of the president, says, 
«In passing up Meeting street, he bowed to the la- 
dies on each side, who crowded the doors and win- 
dows to take a farewell-view.” Indeed! this 
is “glorious news!” In Europe, where a king so of- 
ien forgets that he is a gentleman, this might pass for 
something rare; but we do not think it astonishing, 
that a president of the United States should behave 
with common civility to his fellow-citizens and espe- 
cially to ladies, assembled to compliment him with 
their best wishes. 

The Ontario sloop of war has left Annapolis, and 
proceeded to Norfolk —the Congress frigate, with 
Mr. Graham and family, for Brazil, and the British 
frigate Forth, with Mr. Bagot, &c. for England, have 
aiso left the roads. 

In a preceding page, under the head of “Naval 
Salutes,” a curious correspondence between capt. 
Biddle and lord Cochrane, is inserted. We regret 
that there was any occasion for such a correspond- 
ence—the patriots of South America, in their own 
harbors, at any rate, should treated with every de- 
gree of courtesy compatible with the dignity of our 
flag. There is also, something said about the trans- 
portation of a large sum of money, and several per- 
sons from Lima, to Rio Janeiro, via Valparaiso; and 
a rumor is abroad, as if capt. B. had departed from 
the latter with what the English sailors caJl “French 
leave’’—nay, that the Ontario was pursued by the 
Chilian squadron, and escaped by superior sailing!— 
Wecannot believe this—Capt. Biddie has, no doubt, 





made.a report of all things interesting in his cruise 


to the navy department; but as the president of the 
United States and the secretary are at present both 


, sixth part of its capital shall be paid in!—And it js 
further ordained that this bank shall not issue notes 
to a greater amount than eight millions’ Whenwe 
first heard ofthis, we supposed it was a piece of le. 
gislative fun, but now find it to bea “true joke.” 

There are several other banks in Illinois! ~—one at 
Shawaneetown, and another at a place called Ed. 
wardsville; the latter has a nominal capital of $300- 
000, of which $210,260 were subscribed in Kentucky 
—in which state there are not banks ctiough for the 
people to vest their spare money in!!—the stock 
paid in was only $30,000. 

‘Lhe bank of St. Louis, about which many odd sto- 
ries have been circulated, is said to have resumed 
the payment of its notes. 

Counterfeiting goes on prosperously, and presents 
itselfin so many forms that it is exceedingly difficult 
to guard againstit. We can hardly take up a news- 
paper without seeing some fresh evidence of the 
prostration of morals caused by the paper system. 

In this respect, the bills of the bank of the United 
States have a decided preference. Their execution 
is so complete, in engraving and paper, as to put 
them out of the reach ef common counterfeiters, at 
least, if any are able to imitate them with a reasona- 
ble prospect of success. We have heard, however, 
that the denomination of a few of them has beet 
changed. This, we presume, might have been ef: 
ficiently guarded against in forming the vignettes. 

La Irresistible. it will be recollected that the crew 
of this vessel, while she was lying in Margaretta, 
rose upon their officers and made their escape, to 
do business on their own account. Glutted with 
plunder, or weary of piracy, they brought the priva- 
teer into the Chesapeake bay about a week since, 
and, anchoring off New Point Comfort, they all land- 
ed, except one or two persons, to make their 
escape. ‘Ihe revenue cutter was despatched down 
the bay, and has returned with the Irresistible and 
22 of the mutineers in irons, who were seized on 
the neighboring shore. Itis expected that many 
more will be arrested at Norfolk, &c. 

Since their departure from Margaretta, these un- 
fortunate men seem to have acted the part oi 
compiete pirates. Among the vessels robbed by 
them, we learn was the Superior, of Baltimore, 
hence to New Orleans, with passengers, several 0! 
them ladies, who were treated most rudely. I[t18 
also said that they plundered a French and an Eng- 
lish ship. Itis reported that they had a large as- 
sortment of articles, among them female dresses, 
&3. to dispose ofto the people near New Point 
Comfort, which they offered at very cheap rates. 

More of it. Alarge schooner, carrying 14 or 16 
guns, was recently seen off South Hampton Beach, 
Long Island, thought to be engaged inthe honora- 
ble business of smuggling ashore the property 
which she had plundered at sea. 











rr Ae _—— a os 


= ah a. —" ~~ _~ 


